Soft-tissue injury in orthopaedic trauma.
This paper reviews the current concepts of soft-tissue injury in orthopaedic trauma. Six topics are described in this Injury Supplement, including influencing factors and mechanisms, co-morbidities, biological responses, diagnosis and treatment of closed soft-tissue injury, compartment syndrome and gunshot wounds. Since one of the current AO principles emphasises respect for soft tissue when performing open reduction and internal fixation, this article further discusses the pathophysiology of soft-tissue injury and the specific concerns in treating compartment syndrome and gunshot injury. Understanding the basic and updated principles of soft-tissue management will be beneficial for the clinical practice of orthopaedic trauma surgeons.